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According then to the above, and Sir James Clark's table, the distri- 
bution of phthisis according to age is nearly such as I have stated, viz., 
phthisis declines in frequency soon after puberty, and has been com- 
paratively rare in middle life ; when it is for the most part superseded, 
as I conceive, in frequency and fatality, by morbus coidis; and in 
extreme age it has disappeared nearly altogether. It is to be regretted 
that, with respect to morbus cordis, I am precluded from producing a 
similar confirmation of my results, partly owing to the frequent exclusion 
of aged people from hospitals, and partly owing to the neglect of 
instrumental means of post-mortem diagnosis, and the confidence mis- 
placed by pathologists in their manual and visual skill. 



ENDOWED CHARITIES IN CORNWALL. 

Abstract and Analysis of the Commissioners' Report. By James 
Whishaw, Esq., F.S.A. 
[Read before the Statistical Society of London, \ith May, 1838.] 
No attempt appears to have been hitherto made to put into a com- 
pendious and readable form the numerous Reports of the Commissioners 
of Charities Inquiry, notwithstanding they throw much light upon, and 
supply valuable details respecting, the extent and distribution of the 
vast funds appropriated to charitable purposes in England and Wales. 

The subject indeed, which is scarcely less intimately connected with 
the comforts and welfare of the poor than with the personal interests 
of their more favoured brethren, seems to be highly deserving of the 
attention of the Statistical Society. Under this impression, 1 have 
availed myself of the first part of the 32nd Report of the Commissioners 
of Charities for the purpose of laying before the Society the following 
analysis and details of the endowed Charities in Cornwall. The cir- 
cumstance of this county being one of the few in which all the charities 
have been investigated and reported upon within a very recent period 
was the reason of selecting it for the present paper. 

The total number of charities in Cornwall is 240, and their aggre- 
gate annual income 3,661/. 2s. 9d. This revenue is distributed among 
120 out of the 205 parishes of which the county consists j thus giving 
upon an average two charities, and 301. 10s. 2d. to each parish. The 
respective incomes of these charities, which vary in amount from 243/., 
the highest, to 2s. 6d., the lowest, are as undermentioned : — 
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The subjoined table, which contains a detailed account of the nine prin- 
cipal charities, will serve as well to exhibit the character and particulars 
of those donations, as to illustrate the manner in which the entire 
Report of the Commissioners, so far as relates to this county, is ab- 
stracted in the paper which accompanies this communication : — 
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The general distribution of the aggregate income, and the amount 
applied under each particular head, are as follow : — 

£. s. d. 

1. Schools and other purposes connected with education . 982 12 2 

2. Poor not receiving relief 510 4 3} 

3. Poor generally 523 7 0J 

4. Almshouses 434 IS 10 

5. Horwell's Charity 147 17 4 

6. Apprenticing 52 

7. Clergymen for preaching sermons on particular days . 41 12 4 

8. Repairs of churches, and otherwise in aid of church) „■,„ a q 

rates J 

9. Poor-rates 352 2 6 

10. Miscellaneous 843 

£3661 2 9 



A few remarks in reference to each of the above heads will illustrate 
more fully the application of these charity funds. 

1. Schools, 8fc. — It is satisfactory to observe, by this statement, the 
large proportion of the total revenue which is appropriated to educa- 
tional purposes. It is a source of regret, however, that there are three 
donations, the income arising from which is withheld, on account of 
there being no school or master entitled to claim it; and that in three 
other cases the money is paid to teachers who give no instruction for it. 
The number of schools supported wholly, or in part, by the 982Z. 12s. 2d., 
and in which the instruction is given free, either to all or to a particular 
number of children, is about twelve ; among which is a free-school at 
Madron, containing 60 boys, and a mathematical school at East Looe, 
containing 50 boys, who are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic ; 
with a grammar-school at Penzance, at which the number of boys 
instructed is not given. The remainder of this money, with the ex- 
ceptions referred to, is given among schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 
in 34 different parishes, for teaching children belonging to them — some- 
times to read, write, and cast accounts — frequently to read and write 
only — and still more frequently merely to read. Among the donations 
under this head there is rather a curious one by the widow of Sir Hum- 
phry Davy. This lady gave 1001. stock to the corporation of Penzance, 
the interest of which she directed should be paid to the master of the 
grammar-school, upon the condition of his giving his boys a holiday on 
the anniversary of Sir Humphry's birth-day. 

2. Poor not receiving Relief. — By poor not receiving relief is meant 
such indigent persons as do not receive constant or permanent aid from 
the poor's-rates. In three parishes the income is expended in bread, in 
two parishes in flour and beef, and in one in clothing ; which articles 
are distributed in certain proportions among the different objects of each 
particular charity, who seem to consist most frequently of poor widows, 
labourers, and housekeepers. Among the charities which constitute 
this class is a small one, which, from the ostentatious character of the 
condition attached to it by the donor, is deserving of notice. It is a 
gift by John Randall of 20s. yearly for the benefit of poor widows aud 
fatherless children of the parish of Budock, and also of 10s. yearly for 
preaching a funeral sermon on the feast of St. John the Evangelist ; 
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both gifts to be paid provided the parishioners cause the same to be set 
up in the parish church, with the donor's name in large letters. 

8. Poor generally. — Under this head is comprehended every descrip- 
tion of poor — the distribution being made without reference to their 
receiving parish relief. Though the distribution is also in other respects 
most frequently indiscriminate, in several parishes a selection is made 
of the particular objects ; and, in this way, " poor labourers," the " de- 
serving poor," " poor widows," the " poor of good character,'' and the 
" industrious poor," participate in the benefits derived from specific 
donations. The money, too, as in the case of the distributions falling 
under the preceding head, is in some instances laid out and given away 
in bread, clothing, &c. 

4. Almshouses. — (The number of poor who are wholly or in part 
maintained in almshouses by the 434/. 18s. I0d., is 63.) — They 
are generally selected from that class of indigent persons who contrive 
tb support themselves without assistance from the parish-rates. A par- 
ticular account of three of the most important of the almshouses will 
be observed to form part of the tabulated statement before given of the 
nine principal charities. 

5. HorweWs Charity. — An account of this charity is also included 
in the tabulated statement, where the income given is 192/. 13s. 4d., 
which is appropriated in the following manner : — 

£. s. d. 
For maintaining and clothing the six poor boys . . . 147 17 4 
Paid to a schoolmaster for teaching them reading,) ig ig n 

writing, and arithmetic / 

Reserved yearly as a fund for providing premiums for) 25 

apprenticing them j 

It does not appear from the Commissioners' Report what proportion 
of the income is paid to the schoolmaster ; but as a decree of the Court 
of Chancery directs that three-thirtieths should be so applied, I have 
presumed an application to that extent to be made, and calculated the 
amount accordingly. The sums of 1 9/. ] 6s. and 251. are respectively 
included under the heads of " Schools" and " Apprenticing." The cir- 
cumstance of this charity being totally unlike any of the others was the 
reason for placing it under a separate head. 

6. Apprenticing. — The entire number of boys apprenticed for the 
52/. does not appear. It would seem, however, that, in respect of 40/. 
of it, six boys are apprenticed annually to various trades. 

"7. Clergymen for Sermons. — These bequests to clergymen are gene- 
rally accompanied by donations to the poor, and are frequently given 
for preaching sermons on the anniversary of the donor's birth or death, 
or upon the occasion of distributing an accompanying gift to the poor, 
when such distribution is directed to take place annually. 

8. Repairs of Churches, bye. — A small part of this money was given 
to the poor ; the appropriation, therefore, of this part to die church- 
rates is a misapplication. 

9. Poor-Rates. — By the payment of this sum of 352/. 2s. 6d. to the 
poor-rates, the poor not receiving parish relief are deprived of the 
money ; it being an erroneous supposition, prevalent in this as well as 
in every other county in England, that charities given to the poor in 
general terms, or for the relief or support of the poor, are applicable in 
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aid of parish-rates. In several counties, the amount of charity-money 
thus misapplied is very considerable. 

10. Miscellaneous. — The principal item of which this 81. 4s. 3d. is 
composed is 41. 10s., paid annually to a parish clothing-club. 

I must not omit to notice that in various parishes in Cornwall several 
charities have been given, which, owing to the negligence of some par- 
ties, the insolvency of others, and other causes, appear to be now wholly 
lost. The aggregate income of those whose income is stated in the Report 
is 473/. 4s. 6d. ; but their total annual value may be fairly set down at 500/., 
as there are two whose incomes do not appear. Of the total amount, 
85/. was given for educational purposes. In conclusion, we may notice 
the extremely small number and amount of charitable endowments in 
Cornwall as compared with those in other counties, and particularly the 
absence of a single bequest for the benefit of a hospital for the sick. 
This latter fact may perhaps be accounted for by the circumstance of 
there being but few establishments of the kind in the county. 

With the exception of Cumberland, which has only a population of 
169,681, Cornwall, of which the population is 302,440, possesses the 
smallest amount of charity property of any county in England. The 
present paper, however, will afford an insight into the mode in which the 
great mass of money arising from charity endowments in this country 
is applied. 

The following table, compiled from the most recent parliamentary 
documents, will indicate the extent of property applicable to charitable 
purposes in the eighteen counties of England in which the enquiries of 
the Commissioners of Charities are completed and reported. 



County. 


Population 
in 1831. 


Income 

for Education. 


Income for other 

Charitable Fur* 

poses. 


Total. 






£. s. d. 


£. ». 


d. 


£. *. d. 


Bedford . 


95,383 


1,841 3 4 


12,119 


8 


13,960 4 0* 


Buckingham . 


146,529 


1,583 12 1 


9,815 15 


5 


11,399 7 6 


Cumberland . 


169,681 


1,930 12 


1,464 1 


2 


3,394 14 


Gloucester , . 


386,904 


5,435 10 7 


14,072 


4 


19,507 10 11 


Hertford . . . 


143,3-11 


2,865 4 11 


9,345 17 


2 


12,211 2 1 


Huntingdon . 


53,149 


1,026 4 10 


2,706 10 


S 


3,732 15 6 


Lancaster. . . 


1,336,854 


18,715 2 8 


17,011 4 


4 


35,726 7 


Monmouth . 


98,130 


1,933 3 10 


2,950 7 


9 


4,883 11 7 


Norfolk . . . 


390,054 


6,242 17 3 


30,943 15 





37,186 12 3 


Northumberland 


222,912 


2,526 18 11 


3,747 


7 


6,273 19 6 


Nottingham . 


225,320 


3,029 6 3 


13,337 8 


7 


16,366 14 10 


Rutland . 


19,385 


1,487 8 


3,295 18 


4 


4,783 6 4 


Salop .... 


222,503 


6,449 15 6 


15,086 17 


9 


21,536 13 3 


Stafford . . . 


410,485 


7,133 11 9 


13,286 1 


3 


20,419 13 


Suffolk . . . 


296,304 


3,991 1 10 


24,193 5 


6 


28,184 7 4 


Warwick . . . 


336,988 


12,516 10 8 


29,630 12 


6 


42,147 3 2 


Westmoreland . 


55,041 


2,261 11 9 


3,070 7 


8 


5,331 19 5 


Wilts . . . 


239,181 
Total . £ 


2,094 19 11 


14,527 7 


8 


16,622 7 7 


83,064 16 11 


220,603 12 


4 


303,668 9 3 



* Since the inquiry of the Commissioners was made the leases of a part of the property belong- 
ing to Hurpur's Charity have fallen in, and the income has consequently become nearly doubled, 
bo that instead of 920/., stated in the Commissioners' Report to be derived from Harpiirs Charity, 
the annual income now derived from that source for education alone is upwards of 3,000/. 



